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OLLOS R. WETMORE, PHILAN' HBOPIST. 

f’An old time merchant, an all time philanthropist, 
passed from the definite to the infinite early yester- 
day morning, when suddenly, quietly, peacefully 
and painlessly, Apollos R. Wetmore died in his home 
on West Ninth street. Few men were better known. 
None better deserved the universal respect of their 
fellows. A long life of . usefulness was passed by 
him in this city, where his bright business tact se- 
cured to him the normal results of industry and 
honesty, and his great benevolence led him con- 
tinually into fields of labor the reward for which is 
found elsewhere. ,Mr. Wetmore was born in Dan- 
bury in November, 1792. His father, Noah, was a 


élergymau, who in 1808 moved from Connecticut to | 


take charge of the old New 


York Hospital, on Broadway, and then considered 
“way outot town.” Readers of to-day will recall 
the used up buildings that stood on Broadway, op- 
posite the northern end of Pearl street. Mr. Wet- 
+ ~-Sr., appreciated the worth of education, and 
afi. vse of preparation sent his son, in 1812, to 
Columbia College. There he did well until his 
health failed and he retired. Shortly thereafter he 
entered the hardware store of Kip w Green, a well 
known firm in that trade, with whom he served 
ree years. In 1318 he went into the same business 
+Jith his brother, and did well until 1824, when he 
formed a partnership with J. C. Green, and 
under the firm name of Green & Wetmore 
started a: hardware business on Washington 
street, corner of Vesey, which grew and 
prospered. for thirty-five years. In all that 
time Mr. Wetmore found ample opportunity for the 
exercise of his humane instincts, In earlier life he 
‘was kind and thoughtful, and although not rich, 
was counted among the generous givers on ‘*the 
street.’ In 1830 Mr. Wetmore joined the Laight 
Street Presbyterian Church, then under the pastor- 
ship of Dr. Cox, and began an active work with re- 
gard to public charities, which has grown in extent 
ever since. In 1831 he founded the New York City 
Tract Society, which, some years afterward, was in- 
corporated with another society of Mr. Wetmore’s 
ereation—the City Missien—under the name of 
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| The Pallbearers—A Large Attendance of | 
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A large congregation, composed of many 
of New York's most intluential and philanthropic | 
citizens assembled this morning, m the Madison 
Square Presbyterian Church, to pay the last tribute — 
| of respect to the remains of the late Apollos R. Wet- 
| more, who was for so many years an active member 


| of several charitable institutions of the metropolis. 
| There were present and occupying seats in the body 


y ‘ 
J 


of the church, ex-Mayor Ely, ex-Mayor Wickhain, 
| Superintendent of the Juvenile Asylum Carpenter, 
| Augustus Schell, Joseph Patterson, Charles Dana, 
j Jolim Crosby brown, Rev. Dr. Hastings, 
| A. IF. Warburton, Andrew H. Green, Dayid J. ~ 
Davidson, ex-President Wood, Board of Educailon;: 
| William A. Dodge, senior and junior, ex-Judge Pea- 
body, b. Meyers and many other officers and direc. 
tors oi charitable institutions. The Temains, en- 
closed in a blavk cloth covered casket, were borne 
| into the church upon the shoulders of six ‘young™ 
| men, the following gentlemen acting as pali bear- 
| ers:—Thurlow Weed, John W. Quincey, Oliver KE. 
| Wood, ex-Governor k. D. Morgan, Samuel Skidmore, 
Admiral Le Roy, George W. Lane, J. F. Sheape. 
Thomas K. Jessup and R. M. Buchanan. As the 
| casket, which was covered with floral tributes from 
| friends and relatives, was borne into the church and 
placed in front of the pulpit, the choir sang the’ 
anthem, ‘‘I heard a voice saying unto me.’’? The Rey. 
Dr. Parkhurst then read selections from the Scrip- 
tures, beginning with, ‘I will set him on high be- | 
cause he has known me,” and “Thou hast been faith- 
ful over few things; I will make thee ruler over many * 
things.’ After prayer by the Rev. Dr. Paxton, ad- 
dresses were delivered by the Rev. Dr. Hitchcock 
| and Rev. Dr. Taylor eulogistic of the deceased gen- 
_tleman, and the benediction was pronounced by the / 
Rey. Dr. Ormiston. The remains were placed in the © 
ieee vault, in the Martde Cemetery, in Second 
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os R. Wetmore, the well known philan- 
rophist and for many years a prominent mer- 
ant in this city whose death occurred this 
orning at the house of his son-in-law Charles 
. Carry], at No. 33 West Ninth street, was in 
§ usual gocd health last night aad went to bed 
sparently well for a man of his advanced age. 
his morning he was found dead in his bed, 
rebably from an attack of apopolexy, the doc- 
iin warned him that he would die su- 
1 ‘Es: ; 
pollos R. Wetmore was the sonof the Rev. 
oah Wetmore, a Connecticut clergyman, and 
as born in Danbury, Conn., November the 11th, 
192, In 1808 the family moved to Now York, 
ah Wetmore becoming Superintendent of the 
d New York Hospital torn down a few years 
zo. In 1812 young Wetmore entered Columbia 
ollege, then at the ‘foot of Murray street, bat 
bandoned study two years later on account of 
s health and entered the hardware house 
{ Kip & Ingraham in Greenwich street ia 1815. 
Pes years Ts heembarked in the hardware 
usiness on his own account, taking with him nis 
rother D. W. Wetmore, In 1824 he formed a 
artnerzhip with J. C. Green, formerly a fellow 
erk of his, the firm name being Green w 
‘etmor d ished, a, hardxere PASLeesk. 
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| spirits and the best of health last night, and re- 


tired at 11 o'clock. Guests had been invited toa 


| dinner party at the house to-day. a 


Mr. Wetmore’s life is identified with the 
history of New York city for more than 
three quarters of a century. He was in bis 
cighty-fifth yoar. For a long time he was the 
head of the firm of A. R. Wetmore & Co,, iron 
merchants, at Vesey and Greenwich streets, and, 
since bis retirement from active business pur- 
suits, was identified with almost every charita- 
ble and benevolent organization or prominent 
public movement in the city. Atthe time of his 


| death he was president of the Juvenile Asylum 


and of the City Mission and Tract Society; vice- 
president of the Woman’s Hospital; one of the 
managers of the Presbyterian Hospital, and of 
the Home for Ruptured and Crippled. He was 
also identified with the Society for the Improve- 
ment of the Condition of the Poor, the Homes for 
Females in Fourth street, and other institution 
FO soni al iain SE 
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John W. Pittock, one of the proprietors of the 
Pittsburg Leader, died yesterday morning. | Mr. | 
| Pjitock had been suffering trom @ complication 
| d@jseases for some raonths, nd his death was not . 
unexpected. He was the founder ot the z 
and a “self-made” man, having at one time been a 
newsboy. His age was thirty-éigbt years. pane 


| guished for their yalor. “#4 


rr 
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B. WESLEY TITUS, 

B. Wesley Titus, for many years a leading mer- 
chant in Trenton, died suddenly trom heart disease 
yesterday afternoon. He had gone to the First 
Presbyterian Sunday school, where he was a teacher 
and had been for many years. Just as the opening 
services were concluded he expired in the presenc 

«| of his class. He was about sixty years of age. 


aA 


ieee ttord, ‘ir jovin 
ps health all eet his Tova I 
latterly pecome feeble from age, an his 
was the result of gradual and inovitable d 
fle was the son of Agur Curtis, a well -to- dc 
farmer of Stratford, who died in 1841, at 
age of 83. Benjamin Curtis came to N 


in 1810, and established himself hee h 
goods trade. In 1812 nis brother, J a hen. t 
is still living at the age of 93, came to N ‘a Pky. 
and, with Benjamin and one or two oth her t b 
ness men, astublished a dry goods firm. 
their store firstin Pearl nireat inter iF 
thon at Broadway and Rector street, and 
allin Duane street. Benjamin Curtis we, 
beeame the foreign ropa of. if 
house, and resided for. eve thirty 
in France. He perman Satly val 
from France about 1860, and pe 
house in Gramercy square, where Ne 
oesurred. He was married tor the second 
a few years before, and the widow ont 
children survive him. Mr, Curtis ¢o 
actively in business until after his 80 
He has for many years been a promine 
ber of St. George’s Episcopal Chureh. 1 
yesant square, of which the alder yng | 
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in Cor nnecticnt, and had nis resi- 
ry, in that State. He was about 
xa He was, a well known pusiness 
ion with | the brass and 
uring | antergsts in Connecticut 
es New York, Bopten, 
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NUMISMATICS.—No. I. 


TRADESMEN’S CARDS, as they are termed 
among collectors, are not strictly or in any 
sense currency, yet they are a very important 
feature in Numismatics, and are classed by 
themselves. Some collectors profess not to 
eollect them, yet when their stock is examined, 
or sold at auction, you will generally find there 
some of the richest and most rare, and very 
often much that is quite common in this line. 
It is not positively known what the intentions 
of the parties who first issued these cards were, 
but it is supposed that it was on account of the 
scarcity of copper currency at that period, and 
also for the purpose of advertising the name of 
the firm, and the character of their business. 

The first card issued in this country that we 
have any knowledge of was by the firm of Mott 
& Oo., in 1789; they were importers of Jewelry, 
Watches, &c. On the obverse, or principal side, 
was a large, old-fashioned clock,—a style not 
often seen now, but such an one as was used in 
the time of our grandfathers. On the reverse 
was a spread eagle. The workmanship of this 
piece was quite inferior compared with the next 
one issued, which was by the firm of Talbot, 
Allum & Lee, Wholesale Grocers, in 174. On 
the obverse of this card was thefigure of Liberty, 
on the reverse @ ship under full sail, and on the 
edge these words, ‘‘ We promise to pay the. 
bearer one cent.’’? These dies were made in 
England, and the workmanship was ery fine. 
These cards were both struck in cpp and 
after them we cannot trace any regular issue, . 
but will name some of the most prominent 
throughout the States. . 


ey Ward & Co., No. 41 Maiden Lan 
rated jewelry firm, issued one in tin w 


few collections in fine condition. They simply 
advertised their business, without any promi- 
nent obverse or reverse. Wolf, Clark & Spies, 
dealers in Guns, Military Equipments, &c., 
_ issued several varieties of an unique character, 
| all of which are very rare and valuable, more 
particularly on account of their having on them 
_ the busts of Washington and Jackson in a panel, 
which makes a very beautiful piece. Bale & 
Smith, the well-known die-sinkers, issued sey- 
eral varieties; all, except one, had for their 
obverse Washington; the exception was the 
head of Franklin. The workmanship of this 
| firm was of such a fine character that all of | 
_ their pieces are eagerly sought for, and are | 
_ ornamental to any cabinet. The head of Frank- | 
_ lin was one of their best efforts, and in an un- | 
circulated condition is the gem of their series. 
One Field, a Hatter, issued one of the most 
| rare; on the obverse of these was a Beaver, and 
on the reverse a Hat. Only one or two of this 
variety are known. Hooks’ is another of the 
rare ones. The obverse is the head of Franklin 
the reverse the place of business, but not its 
character. Green & Wetmore, the well-known 
Iron Merchants, corner of Vesey and Washing- 
ton streets, issued two varieties, one in brass 
the obverse an Anvil, Hammer and Tongs; the 
, Other, which is most rare, in tin. This hha for 
its obverse the well-known face of the Brown’s 
Card, (Hardware Merchants of Canada,) and a 
distinct reverse die. Day, Newell & Day issued 
two varieties. D. L. Feuchtwanger two varie- 
ties in German silver. R. Lovett, Seal Engraver 
is another rare variety ; on the obverse is a ship 
lying at a wharf, on which is piled bales of goods 
The above are all of New York. i 
A. D. Angue, Umbrella Dealer; Cogan, the 
) old veteran, and always reliable Coin Dealer. | 
has several varieties. Hooper, Martin & Smith ; 
| R. Lovett, Jr., Die Sinker; Richardson ie 
_brella Manufacturer. These are of Philadelphia 
Tilley, Haines & Co., Currier & Greely, Horace | 
Porter & Co. of Boston. Hayiland, Stephenson | 
& Co. of Charleston; Evans of Cincinnati: F. | 
~ M. Jensch of Chicago; Woodruff, Scrantom & | 
Co. of Fair Haven; M..L. Marshall of Oswego; 
J. A, Merle, and Folger of New Orleans: Mt. 
Holly Paper Co. of Pennsylvania, are among the 
‘most prominent varieties of the original ecards 


; on one side is “‘ Pay the bearer one dol- 
‘and charge the same to John Stevens, Hobo- 
ken, June 20th, 1829. To John V. Boskerk, 
Ferry Master.” On the reverse in a wreath is 

“One dollar payable in specie.”” But little is 
known of this piece. John Stevens was one of 
the Hoboken Land & Ferry Co., and is since 
deceased. John V. Boskerk was the Ferry 
Master or Superintendent at that time; he is 
also deceased. Although diligent inquiries have 
been made of the oldest ferry-masters, none of 
them have ever seen the piece, and but one knew 
anything about it. This valuable piece, and the 
only one known of the kind, is in the collection 


| rich; raré’and valuable in this series can be found, 
| Many of these early cards became in time 
| guite valuable, which induced some speculators 
| to search for the dies. In some cases they suc- | 
ceeded in finding them, and immediately struck 
such quantities that they are no longer valuable, 
| and not satisfied with re-striking them they 
made use of the dies of one obverse to the re- 
| verse of another, and visa-versa. This muling 
Process, as 1t 1s culled, discouraged many vf vur 
| collectors and induced them to sell their collec- 
tions; and to show to what an extent this pro- 
| cess may be carried, I will state that with eight 
dies a person can make twenty-six varieties of 


| Pieces; then adding the six varieties of metals 
| you have a grand total of 156 pieces; th you 
| see the number can be increased to an almost 

unlimited extent without any actual benefit to 
| the collector. It is true it makes a variety in 
one sense of the word, but many of them are 

without sense or reason; for instance, the two 


of Mr. J. T. Levick of this city, where all that is 2 


reverses are sometimes united without the name 
of the firm on either. If collectors would 
always denounce this kind of business, and re- 
| fuse to purchase, there would be an end to it. 
Of late years many of these cards have been 
| Struck in sets of metals to suit the fancy of col- | .* 
lectors; that is, in Silver, Copper, Brass, 
Nickel, German Silver aud Tin. These metals 
constitute a very neat and beautiful set, and 
Some collectors will pay alarge sum’ for any 
piece they may lack in making up their sets. 
In many instances a large number are struck in 
one metal for circulation, and only a few in the 
others for Cabinets. This makes them more 
rare and sought after. 
One cause of varieties is that die-sinkers 


| sometimes make an error in lettering the dies, 
| and are compelled to make new ones after the 
| error is detected and some pieces struck. For 


instance, a firm doing business in Old Slip, found 
themselves advertised in Old Ship. The mistake 


| Of a single letter spoiled the die, and in another 
| instance the letter D was reversed, and I pre- 
| Sume a new die was made, as those with the 
| reversed letter are extremely rare. In this con- 


nection I will state that much of the increased 
value of these cards arises from the simple fact 
that, besides their variety, they have for their 
obverse the head of some favorite national char- 
acter, and for this cause they can also be classed 
in the series of American Medals, so the Medalist 


‘| Comes in competition with the Card Collector. 
= a 


w— 


GopPpER Heaps.—Under this heading we class 
| those small pieces struck i 1, 62 and 

by various persons, and 4 as pen- 
nies es for some time, or until an order was issued 
for their suppression by the Government. Some 
of these had on them the name of the firm who 
issued them, and in many instances they were 
compelled to redeem them. The drinking sa- 
loons issued large quantities, and consequently 
retained much custom by so doing, as they 
wonld not circnlate elsewhere. Many die-sink- 
ers made large sums of money by manufacturing 
them ; they charged for the dies, and sold the 
pieces from 80 to $0 cts. per hundred, and besides 
those made for general circulation, they struck 
“many varieties for collectors in various metals, 
charging prices in proportion forthem. Some of 


the manufacturers of these pieces worked secret- : 


ly, Knowing it was an unlawful business, and a 

collector who took much trouble to find out the 

various establishments in order to get a few of 

the pieces struck in different metals expressly 

for Cabinets, told me he was astonished to find 

so many of them ‘in private places, and in a 
number of cases he was suspected of being a 
Government detective and refused admittance 
until they were perfectly satisfied as to the ob- 
ject of his visit. 

When these pieces first made their appearance 

a great number of persons began to collect the 
diferent varieties, but they increased so rapidly 
that they became discouraged and gave it up. 
A few courageous ones persevered and havesut- 
ceeded in obtaining fine collections. One gentle 
man in particular, Mr. Grou, made ita special 
ty, and has the largest and finest collection in th 
United States, numbering about 5,000 pieces 
By many these are considered mementoes of tk 
war times, as they were struck during the de- 
pression of the money market, and many of 
them are ornamented with the heads of noted 
characters connected with the rebellion. Many 


them were very coarse and common, and the 
suppression of them wasa great relief to the 
people. These were not confined to any parti- 
ular State, but were issued by every Nortb-rn 
State, as any one can see by reading the Numis- 
matic Journal of N. ¥., where a complee list is 
ging published. % Now anp THEN. 
New York, October 29, 1866. 
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